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Opportunities

o
ne of the most important things about 
coming to a university, particularly a 
land-grant university, is the exciting 

range of opportunities offered. College is so 
much more than a collection of classes that 
combine to make up a major. It is a time to 
grow and explore. The people you meet and 
your extracurricular activities can help define 
the path for the rest of your life. How many of 
us still remember the answers to the midterm 
exam of chemistry 1025? But how can we ever 
forget the road trip we took with the entomology 
club to bring the world of insects to a local high 
school, or the visit to Auburn to discuss the 
situation in Haiti and engage in a coffee-selling 
competition? 

The more than 5,000 College of Agricultural 
and Life Sciences students enrolled today have 
the opportunity to study abroad, engage in 
research, take classes on almost any topic 
imaginable, hone their leadership skills or join 
a number of student clubs – to name just a few 
of the possibilities. There are opportunities 
to learn, to grow, to make friends and to meet 
world-class researchers. Academically, CALS 
students can choose from among 21 under-
graduate majors and 23 graduate programs. 

Personally, students have the chance to meet 
people from more than 88 countries, 47 states 
and Washington D.C. CALS is truly a place 
where anything can happen! 

I
n this issue, we highlight some of the many 
opportunities available. We have new majors 
in the works, including the recently launched 

plant science major. The Agronomy-Soils Club 
and local gardeners are hard at work in the Stu-
dent Agricultural Gardens, and the Entomology 
Club continues its excellent outreach work. We 
make note of new distance education courses, 
internships in Alaska and finally, opportunities 
to do research in the Everglades. Clearly, CALS 
is a very special place with a lot going on, and 
we hope you will enjoy reading about all the 
opportunities available here. I also invite you 
to come visit, get involved and create your own 
opportunities… 

Go Gators! 
 
 

Teresa Balser
Dean

o
n July 1, Teresa Balser began 
her duties as the new dean of 
the College of Agricultural and 

Life Sciences. Balser received bachelors’ 
degrees in biology and earth sciences from 
Dartmouth College in 1992 and a Ph.D. in 
soil microbiology from the University of 
California at Berkeley in 2000. She came 
to UF after serving as the director of the In-
stitute for Cross-College Biology Education 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
To find out more about the college’s new 
leader, I sat down with Dean Balser for a 
Q&A session. 

Q: How do you plan to enhance the 
CALS student experience?
A: One of my philosophies is that students 
have their finger on where they want to see 
things go. I want to give them opportuni-
ties to provide input, like with the CALS 
Ambassadors. I also want to provide them 
with opportunities to practice the things 
they are learning in the classroom, build 
community and make sure the students 
know they are more than just a number, 
which is something we already do a good 
job of within CALS. 

Q: You believe every student should 
have three skills - agency, resiliency, 
and literacy. What are they and what 
do they mean for the college?
A: Agency, literacy and resiliency are three 
things that every human being needs to 
function. Agency is the ability to get things 
done or knowing how to get from point A to 
point B and make a product or an outcome 
happen. Resiliency is the ability to perse-
vere and bounce back from setbacks. The 
last piece is literacy and that is simply, can 
they learn? Do they know things? In the 
classrooms, that is what we tend to focus 
on. A critical part of this is giving students 
opportunities to complete authentic 
assignments, or more “real world” assign-
ments, that challenge students to develop 
a product that works. One day I hope to 
see employers begging for CALS students 
because they are the best and have these 
three skills. 

Q: What attracted you to serve as the 
UF CALS dean?
A: This position is an ideal opportunity to 
focus primarily on the educational experi-
ence and that was very attractive. Then I 
came here, the people were all great and 
everything came together. It really is a 
fantastic place to be, and there is a lot of 
good stuff happening here.

Q: What would you say to a student 
who is considering CALS but wasn’t 
sure?
A: This is a place where we focus on making 
a difference in the world. The degrees, re-
search, all of what goes on in CALS and the 
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, 
is about improving life on the planet. As a 
student, you can get personalized attention 
here because the CALS faculty truly care 
about the students they work with. 

Q: What is your favorite part about 
CALS?
A: I love the diversity of perspectives within 
the college. We have research going on 
all over the world. It is such a diverse and 
vibrant place. This is a cool environment to 
be in, and we know who we are. We really 
are trying to improve things for people and 
the planet. CALS is good people doing work 
that matters. 

Q: What goals do you have as dean of 
CALS?
A: I want people to feel valued, respected, 
empowered and challenged, but challenged 
in a good way. If we do not have that then 
we cannot accomplish the more tangible 
goals, such as continuing to offer a qual-
ity educational experience in the face of 
declining budgets and economic instability. 
There is a need to get more creative about 
delivering educational experiences. My 
feeling is that somebody has to try some-
thing new, so why not us? We are an ideal 
place for innovation in curriculum.

Q: What are some of your hobbies?

a
: I like running, cycling, hiking trails, 
being outdoors and reading. I also 
play music like crazy. I perform on 

woodwinds and saxophone at weddings, 
churches, big bands, you name it. It has 
been part of my life for the last 30 years. 
I am also a sci-fi and video game geek; 
science fiction and fantasy video games are 
my favorite, I will admit it. 

Teresa Balser, the new Dean of CALS, holds 
“Chunk,” an emperor scorpion, at TailGator. 

By laura KuBitz
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t
he department of ento-
mology and nematology 
uses interactive outreach 

tactics and participates in large 
and small events to inform 
prospective students about what 
the department offers. 

In 2010, 76,663 students 
visited and interacted with the 
entomology and nematology 
booths at events, said Rebecca 
Baldwin, assistant professor 
in the department. Each time 
an outreach volunteer checks 
out materials, they document 
information about the event, as 
well as the number of attendees. 
Those numbers are calculated at 
the end of each year. In addition, 
organizers of large events give the entomol-
ogy and nematology outreach volunteers 
information on how many people visit their 
area, and the department can also track 
how many contacts they reach by how many 
stickers they give out. 

“We always get tremendous feedback on 
our booths,” Baldwin said. 

Charlotte Emerson, director of student 
development and recruitment for the 

CALS, said the entomology and nematology 
department is one others could model their 
outreach program efforts after.

“The entomology and nematology de-
partment does a phenomenal job engaging 
prospective students,” Emerson said. “Their 
interactive displays, live specimens and the 
club members’ enthusiasm for the depart-
ment are what draw students to the major.” 

Enrollment in the department has 
increased from 28 students in 2006 to 47 
students in 2011, Emerson said. 

Dale Halbritter, graduate student and the 
department’s outreach coordinator, said the 
department brings live insects to outreach 
events to grab student’s attention and to ad-
dress the misunderstandings about insects 
and arthropods. 

“Many people see us handling what 
they think are dangerous and repulsive 
creatures, but are naturally drawn closer by 
curiosity,” Halbritter said. “After assuring 
them that the sweet Madagascar hissing 
cockroach is not dangerous, many people 
reluctantly bring themselves to pet one and 
leave with a new outlook on insects.” 

Alyssa Porter, president of the Entomol-
ogy Club said her role in the program is 
to act as a liaison between the outreach 

coordinator and the members 
of the Entomology Club. Porter 
said the program has been 
able to reach a large number 
of people at various venues 
including schools, the Florida 
Museum of Natural History 
and the Florida State Fair. Club 
members always try to help at 
departmental outreach events 
when they can. 

“Both our club and the depart-
ment are solicited for outreach 
events as well as our department, 
allowing us to be very well rep-
resented,” Porter said. “Getting 
the word out about entomology 
has always been our goal, and I 
believe we are definitely on the 

right track.”
Baldwin said that each event is success-

ful because many students are reached 
and informed about the department. 
The outreach program also spends a lot 
of time focusing on youth through IFAS 
Extension programs, such as 4-H Youth 
Development.

“The outreach program has many events 
with elementary and middle school-aged 
children,” Baldwin said. “Sometimes we go 
to the schools to speak to classrooms and 
other times we host bug day camps.”

Baldwin said in summer 2010 the de-
partment hosted its first weeklong summer 
camp for middle school-aged children. She 
said students were able to dissect insects, 
complete an insect collection and meet 
several professional entomologists.

Daniel Swale, a graduate student in the 
department, participates in many of the 
outreach events, and he plays an active role 
in efforts to reach prospective students for 
the department.

“The outreach program is very beneficial 
to the University of Florida,” Swale said. “It 
allows the department to interact with the 
community and shows people how diverse 
and amazing these organisms really are.” 

insects Play a leading role in 
outreach efforts

S
tudents from the Miami-Dade area 
no longer have to set foot on the 
University of Florida campus to earn 

a bachelor’s degree in microbiology and cell 
science. In the fall of 2011, a new distance 
education program began within the Col-
lege of Agricultural and Life  
Sciences to reach students in the Miami-
Dade area who want to get a degree from 
UF, but cannot leave the region because of 
other responsibilities. 

Annielys Sosa was born in Havana, 
Cuba, but has lived in Miami since she was 
7 years old. When Sosa graduated from 
high school, both of her parents were laid 
off from their jobs, and she felt the need 
to take on the role of head of household. 
Sosa transferred to Florida International 
University and began working two jobs, but 
it became difficult for her to balance school 
with other responsibilities. 

When Sosa heard about the new micro-
biology and cell science distance education 
program, she said she was fascinated by the 
idea that she could earn a bachelor’s degree 
from such a prestigious university without 
leaving her responsibilities in Miami. 

Now Sosa is a junior in the program. 
Most of the courses are offered online so 
she can perform her other daily tasks at 
work without the stress of being late for 
class or missing a lecture because she has to 
work late on a specific day.

“I am able to watch the online lectures 
as often as I like and according to my busy 
schedule,” Sosa said. “I can even upload the 
lectures onto my MP3 player and listen to 
them while I jog.”

Students complete the majority of their 
classwork online, but they also complete 

required lab work and attend proctored ex-
ams for all courses at Miami-Dade College 
or the Indian River Research and Education 
Center in Ft. Pierce, Fla. 

Prospective students apply to the 
program as transfer students. If students 
have completed more than the standard 60 
hours required for an associate’s degree, 
the microbiology and cell science distance 
education program will accept as many as 
70 credit hours toward his or her degree. 
The program allows this because students 
are required to take physics and organic 
chemistry, which can be difficult to take 
online. 

Adam Jordan, student services coordi-
nator for CALS biology majors, advises 
students in the new program. Jordan said 
this program is unique because he is the 
sole adviser, creating less confusion for the 

students.
“With distance education programs, it is 

difficult to get the on-campus experience, 
such as having one academic adviser to 
help with course selection,” Jordan said. 

 His job is to bridge the gap between the 
students taking the classes online and the 
professors who are on campus. He answers 
emails and phone calls from students who 
have academic advising questions. Jordan 
said he wants to be just as reachable to his 
distance education students as he is to stu-
dents on campus. In the future, he hopes to 
use video chat to be even more accessible. 

Jordan hopes to make the program 
statewide in the areas they are allowed to 
recruit. Next year, six lab locations will 
be offered, pending an agreement with 
Brevard Community College. 

Despite being in Miami and away from 
the main campus in Gainesville, Sosa still 
feels like part of the UF community.

“We chose this education method due 
to our circumstances, but I am sure my 
classmates will agree that we are students 
like any other at UF,” Sosa said. “When you 
are a Gator, you take that with you every-
where.” 

By laura KuBitz

Microbiology and Cell Science Distance 
Program Now Offered in Miami

By Carissa Driggers

A variety of beetle specimens pinned for 
display in the UF Entomology department. 
(Photo by: Tyler Jones) 

Karen Brito, Annielys Sosa, Anna Recinos and Willie Perez, all students in the microbiology 
and cell science distance education program, promote the program at a student fair at  
Miami-Dade College. 

Dale Halbritter, entomology and nematology outreach coordinator, 
encourages Suzanne Fry to hold a giant millipede at TailGator. 
(Photo by: Tyler Jones)

Students complete the majority of their classwork online, 

but they also complete required lab work and attend 

proctored exams for all courses at Miami-Dade College 

or the Indian River Research and Education Center in  

Ft. Pierce, Fla.
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a
re you interested in a career that 
helps people and promotes a 
sustainable future? The plant 

science major within the College of 
Agricultural and Life Sciences was revised 
to offer students a more diverse choice 
of specializations. The degree is a collab-
orative effort between the departments of 
agronomy, environmental horticulture and 
plant pathology. 

“Faculty from the departments involved 
in the major spent considerable time 
thinking about future career opportunities 
within plant science and the relevance 
of the major to help address future chal-
lenges,” said Rose Koenig, undergraduate 
coordinator and lecturer in the agronomy 
department. “We surveyed students at UF 
and found that they are interested in mak-
ing significant contributions to improve the 
quality of life for others and help change 
the world. We developed our areas of 
specialization to help students reach these 
goals.” 

Students can earn a B.S. or B.A. 
degree depending upon their specializa-
tion and can choose from eight areas of 
specialization.

•	 Crop ecology: apply ecological and 
basic science principles to the design and 
study of sustainable cropping systems 
and agricultural ecosystem function. 

•	 Environmental horticulture: un-
derstand the scientific principles of 
turf and ornamental plant production 
and develop business knowledge and 
management skills.

•	 Plant genetics: learn how to use genetic 
tools and create plants with character-
istics beneficial to the environment and 
society. 

•	 Plant health: pursue a career related to 
plant health management in the public 
or private sector.

•	 Restoration horticulture: apply 
horticultural-based knowledge to 
the establishment, management and 

protection of plant 
communities.

•	 Sustainable food production: 
explore sustainable crop production and 
management practices that meet present 
world food needs.

•	 Garden design and management: 
learn about the relationship of plants to 
people, including garden design, plants 
and human behavior and management of 
plants in landscapes and public garden 
spaces. 

•	 Community food systems: learn 
about contemporary food systems from a 
multidisciplinary perspective for careers 
in community or government food-based 
programs, urban agriculture and the food 
industry.

Alisha Strampello, a plant science senior 
with a concentration in crop ecology, chose 
her specialization because she wants to 
help stabilize food production throughout 

Students Find a New Major  
Within CALS

t
he Everglades offers a unique 
place for students in the College 
of Agricultural and Life Sciences 

to conduct research on a variety of topics. 
From exploring the habits of wading birds 
to studying soil samples, students are not 
only enhancing their educational experi-
ence but also developing skills that will be 
valuable in their future careers. 

Michelle Amit is a pre-med sophomore 
majoring in microbiology and cell science 
from Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. In the summer of 
2011, she helped conduct research analyz-
ing bacteria and how the bacteria produce 
methane. Soil samples were gathered from 
an area in the Everglades where agricul-
tural nutrient runoff has been a concern 
for many years. The agricultural runoff 
causes different concentrations of various 

nutrients in the soil. Amit’s goal was to 
identify how the bacteria and different 
concentrations of nutrients, particularly 
phosphorus and sulfate, impact the soil 
bacteria that produce methane. Methane 
is a greenhouse gas that is 25 times more 
potent than CO2, and has been implicated 
in climate change, said Andrew Ogram, the 
professor in the soil and water sciences de-
partment who hired Amit. The soil samples 
were shipped from the Everglades to the UF 
campus in Gainesville, Fla., where Amit 
conducts her research. Amit continues to 
help with the research, volunteering about 
three days a week in the lab.  

“Michelle has been working closely with 
Dr. Hee-Sung Bae, a post-doctoral research 
associate, on this project,” Ogram said. “Dr. 
Bae found very quickly that Michelle is one 

of the most intelligent and careful scientists 
he has worked with, regardless of age or 
degree of education.”

While conducting the research, Amit 
has to be extremely careful with the soil 
samples. The bacteria she is studying 
are anaerobic, meaning they cannot be 
exposed to oxygen. She must follow precise 
procedures so the samples do not become 
contaminated. 

“You have to be so careful with the bacte-
ria,” Amit said. “The bacteria are contained 
in an anaerobic chamber and are handled 
with gloves. The bacteria were basically 
kept in a big bubble.”

The ability to pay close attention to 
details and instruction will help Amit with 
her future career goals. She hopes to get 
accepted into the Junior Honors Medical 

Research in Everglades 
Enhances Education 
for CALS Students
By laura KuBitz

By laura KuBitz

continued on page 11

Program, a combined seven year baccalau-
reate and medical doctor degree program to 
become an anesthesiologist.   

“Conducting research in the Everglades 
is pretty important,” Amit said. “You find a 
lot of things down there that you can’t find 
anywhere else.”

For Brittany Burtner, her days consist of 
watching beautiful sunrises, spotting exotic 
birds and being thigh deep in mucky water. 
Burtner is an interdisciplinary ecology 
graduate student in the School of Natural 
Resources and Environment studying the 
interactions and relationship between wad-
ing birds and alligators in the Everglades. 

“It was stunningly beautiful every morn-
ing,” Burtner said. “You see so many birds 
all the time. It never got old. There was 
always something really cool to see.” 

Ecologists observed that wading birds 
have a tendency to build their nests in areas 
inhabited by alligators. Burtner has spent 
the last two years in the Everglades trying 

to determine why this happens or if it was 
even happening at all. No empirical data 
had ever been gathered on the topic.

To conduct her experiment, Burtner built 
200 foam alligators and placed them in lo-
cations  in Water Conservation Area 3A, an 
area outside the Everglades National Park 
but similar in landscape, to try to attract 
wading birds to build nests.  She focused 
her research on the tri-colored heron, the 
little blue heron and the snowy egret. 

She determined the places to put the 
foam alligators by taking a flight over her 
research area. While in the air, she used 
data collected by her adviser, Peter Freder-
ick, a research professor in the department 
of wildlife ecology and conservation, to 
see where small wading bird’s nests had 
been made during the last 16 years. When 
she identified a potential nesting site that 
wasn’t already documented, she made note 
of the location. Burtner then took an air-
boat out to these locations to confirm if 

they were appropriate for her experiments. 
She determined that there is a mutualis-

tic relationship between the nesting birds 
and alligators. The surrounding water and 
alligators help to protect the nests from 
predators, such as raccoons. Also, alliga-
tors can eat anything that falls out of the 
nests, such as the young birds, eggs or food 
brought to the young by the adult birds.  

 “The logistics of working in the Ever-
glades are expensive and complicated,” 
Burtner said. “One of the best things I have 
learned from my research is how to take a 
research question and turn it into a project 
that is feasible with time and money. It is 
sometimes difficult to get from point A to 
point B in research. You have to be efficient 
and realistic in what you can do.”  

Michelle Amit conducts research in a 
lab in McCarty Hall on the University 
of Florida campus.

Brittany Burtner points to one of her handmade foam 
alligators she strategically placed throughout the 
Everglades in hopes of attracting wading birds to make 
their nests in the area.

Despite the blazing heat, one of the 
benefits of working in the Everglades 
was the chance to be immersed in 
beautiful landscapes on a daily basis, 
Brittany Burtner said.
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W
hen students begin their tenure 
at UF, some have every class 
of every semester planned out, 

while others need more time to find their 
passions. For Alicia Rinaldi and John-Walt 
Boatright, internships in places far from 
home helped them decide their ideal career 
path. 

Alicia Rinaldi, an environmental science 
senior from Orlando, Fla., was offered an 
internship at the Alaska Sealife Center 
in Seward, Alaska. The Alaska Sealife 
Center is a public education tool, research 
facility and marine rehabilitation center for 
animals such as puffins and seals. 

During her internship, Rinaldi had a 
variety of responsibilities. For half the 
week, she worked in the interpretation 
department of the center. Instead of writ-
ten descriptions of the exhibits, Rinaldi 
provided one-on-one interaction with the 
guests, answering any questions and giving 
additional information about the animals 
at the center. She also gave behind-the-
scenes tours of the facility and a daily 
20-minute presentation of the research 
conducted at the center. 

Internships Away from Home Expand 
Career Opportunities for CALS Students
By laura KuBitz

e
very day around dusk, as the sun 
settles on the horizon and brilliant 
colors dominate the sky, bats take 

flight out of their houses on the University 
of Florida campus, providing on-lookers a 
spectacular show. Adjacent to the bat hous-
es are the Student Agricultural Gardens 
providing understated gifts, such as a place 
for students to grow fresh produce, a way to 
educate the public about food production 
and a sanctuary from hectic college life. 

Recent changes to the Student Agricul-
tural Gardens, such as how the gardens 
are managed and funded and the role of 
the Agronomy-Soils Club, are allowing 
gardeners and club members to maximize 
the functionality of the area. 

“It is a transformation in regards to the 
resources available and oversight,” said 
Mark Clark, associate professor in the soil 
and water science department and one of 
the faculty advisors for the gardens. “It is a 
work in progress but definitely a dramatic 
improvement already.”

One of the recent changes to the Student 
Agricultural Gardens is the involvement 
and influence of the Office of Sustain-
ability. They see the gardens as a high 
profile area that can be used to educate 
students and the public about where their 
food comes from and to communicate the 
importance of local foods, Clark said. They 
also established an internship that helps 
oversee the gardens and communicate this 
message. 

Anastasia Vaccaro, a plant science junior 
from St. Augustine, Fla. and an officer in 
the Agronomy-Soils Club, is the current 
garden intern and the first student to fill 

the internship position. Her job is to keep 
track of who rents the plots of land, deal 
with issues that arise in the gardens and act 
as the liaison between gardeners, the Office 
of Sustainability and the Agronomy-Soils 
Club Each week, Vaccaro attends meetings 
for Office of Sustainability interns, and 
they provide her advice and guidance on 
potential projects for the gardens. 

“It is like being the mayor of a small 
town,” Vaccaro said. 

Gardeners choose from two sizes of 
plots. Small plots are 12 feet by 20 feet and 
cost $20 for the year, while larger plots are 
20 feet by 24 feet and cost $35 for the year. 
New gardeners also pay a $10 deposit. If 
the Agronomy-Soils Club has to clean up 
a plot at the end of the growing season 
in preparation for next year’s rental, the 
deposit goes to the club for their work to get 
the plot ready. 

Funding to support the gardens comes 
from plot rental fees and a line item in the 
Agricultural Life Sciences College Council 
budget. Garden funds are used to purchase 
tools, hoses, mulch and seed as well as to 
maintain and purchase new equipment. 

The different techniques gardeners use 
to grow the wide variety of crops in the 
gardens are a reflection of the diversity of 
people who rent the plots, Vaccaro said. 
It is preferred that growers use organic 
fertilizers, and they are not allowed to plant 
invasive species or use pesticides due to the 
close proximity with neighboring plots. 

“They grow everything out there,” 
Clark said. “For some people, how they 
set up their garden is an artistic expres-
sion, while others are very mathematical 

about it, planting in straight rows or on 
a grid.”Another recent development in 
the gardens is the changing involvement 
of the Agronomy-Soils Club. In the past, 
gardeners would only focus on their plot 
of land and not be accountable for the 
chores required to keep the garden running 
smoothly. The Agronomy-Soils Club would 
perform the general maintenance on the 
gardens, such as weeding, cleaning up 
trash, mowing and turning compost. Now 
renters are required to attend one garden 
workday a semester. The purpose of the 
workdays is to foster a community feeling 
between the gardeners and to manage the 
common areas. 

The Agronomy-Soils Club is now 
using some of the common areas for 
special projects and educational purposes. 
Recently, the club planted a strip of land 
in the gardens, not meant for rented plots, 
to grow string beans and turnips. The club 
hopes the area will be ready for harvest by 
Thanksgiving, and the club plans to donate 
the crop to a local homeless shelter for the 
holidays. Next spring and summer the 
club plans to grow plants that will attract 
butterflies and pollinators, which will help 
the gardens’ crops flourish. 

Vaccaro hopes to be able to attract bat 
spectators into the gardens while they wait 
for the bats to emerge and have walk-
through tours to help educate them about 
local food systems and sustainable food 
production. 

“The bat houses are a high-profile area, 
and we hope to use that to our advantage 
and show people what we are doing out 
here,” Vaccaro said. 

Changes enhance opportunities for 
student agricultural gardens
By laura KuBitz

parts of the internship because I got to 
learn the history of the Capitol,” Boatright 
said. “I probably gave around five tours.”

All congressional internships are unpaid, 
Boatright said. To help offset the cost of 
living in D.C., Boatright received financial 
assistance from the Loop Legislative Intern-
ship Program, established by the Florida 
Farm Bureau Federation to help full-time 
CALS students who are completing legisla-
tive internships. 

“I considered the internship an invest-
ment in my future career,” Boatright 
said. “The knowledge I gained was very 
beneficial.”

After graduation, Boatright hopes to 
attend law school, return to his hometown 
and practice law with a specific focus on 
agriculture. 

“I got to see the history of our nation,” 
Boatright said. “I went to all the Smithson-
ian museums, Mt. Vernon and on a Segway 
tour. The networking opportunities were 
overwhelming.” 

It is extremely important for students 
to take internships in places outside their 
comfort zone. There are so many opportu-
nities available, and students have to get out 
there and explore them, Rinaldi said. 

During John-Walt Boatright’s internship 
with U.S. Congressman Steve Southerland, 
he participated in the intern lecture series, 
where speakers such as Colin Powell and 
justices of the Supreme Court spoke with 
other congressional interns. 

Left: Anastasia Vaccaro helps with 
chores during a garden workday that 
keep the Student Agricultural Gardens 
running smoothly. (Photo by: Laura 
Kubitz)

Center: The Agronomy-Soils Club 
sometimes use the bat guano from 
the bat houses for fertilizer in the 
gardens.

Part of Alicia Rinaldi’s responsibilities during 
her internship were to assist on a boat tour 
that went through the Kenai Fjords National 
Park, where visitors can see the park’s 
coastline, tidewater glaciers and marine 
wildlife.

“This internship has shifted my career 
focus to marine science,” Rinaldi said. “I 
have always been interested in marine sci-
ence, but this showed me there are places 
to work with and educate the public in a 
natural setting, instead of in places like Sea 
World which, being from Orlando, is what 
I grew up knowing.”

Rinaldi also worked on a tour boat that 
cruised through Kenai Fjords National 
Park, where she acted as the park ranger’s 
assistant. If people had questions about 
geology or the animals they saw on the 
tour, she could answer questions if the park 
ranger was not available.

“I got to see whales every single day on 
the tour boat,” Rinaldi said. “It was a dream 
come true for me.”

Rinaldi also worked with the Junior 
Ranger program helping kids fill out a 
pamphlet that educated them about the 
environment and animals on the tour. 

“I went there not knowing anyone,” 
Rinaldi said. “It was self-enriching and 
career-enriching. It is definitely important 
to step out of things you are comfortable 
with and experience something different.” 

John-Walt Boatright is a food and 
resource economics junior. Last summer, 
Boatright went to Washington, D.C., to 
intern for U.S. Congressman Steve South-
erland. Boatright was excited to intern for 
Southerland because part of the area he 
represents is Boatright’s hometown of Live 
Oak, Fla.

Boatright’s responsibilities were ex-
tensive since he was the only intern in 
Southerland’s office. He tracked media 
clips mentioning Southerland, attended 
briefings and hearings, and helped keep 
track of and respond to the more than 
1,000 constituent letters the office received 
every week. 

“I really didn’t know what to expect when 
I went out there,” Boatright said. “I knew I 
wanted to try out D.C. The staff was excel-
lent and involved me in everything.”

He was also trained to give tours of 
the Capitol Building to constituents who 
visited the office.

“That was one of the most interesting 
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Jack L. Fry Award for 
Teaching Excellence by a 
Graduate Student

CATHERINE 
“KATE”  
SHOuLDERS is 
a doctoral student 
in the department 
of agricultural 
education and 
communication. 
She earned her 
B.S. degree in ag-

ricultural education, a M.S. in agriculture 
and a M.A. in administration from Murray 
State University. Before arriving at UF, she 
taught high school agricultural education. 
Shoulders’ evaluations as a teaching assis-
tant are above the college average and near 
the top of faculty and graduate students 
in the AEC department. As stated in her 
nomination letter, “Kate will complete 
our Ph.D. program as one of the top new 
faculty candidates in our discipline, ready 
to execute her teaching assignments in a 
superb manner.”

Graduate Teacher/Adviser 
of the Year

EMILIO BRuNA 
is an associate 
professor with 
joint appoint-
ments in the 
wildlife ecology 
and conservation 
department and 
the Center for 
Latin American 

Studies. He holds a B.S. in ecology, 
behavior and evolution and a M.S. in biol-
ogy from Revelle College at the University 
of California, San Diego and a Ph.D. in 
population biology from the University of 
California, Davis. Bruna strives to make 
teaching an active process by facilitating 
small-group discussions and in-class 
debates and requiring students to complete 
unique group projects. Bruna has impacted 
more than 40 graduate students in multiple 
programs and colleges. For his internation-
al students, he strives to become their local 
family to help with the difficult transition. 

undergraduate Adviser of 
the Year 

MIRANDA MAE 
KIGGINS has 
a B.S. in forest 
resources and 
conservation and 
was hired as the 
academic services 
coordinator for 
the School of 
Forest Resources 

and Conservation. She was the primary 
adviser for 130 undergraduates enrolled in 
forest resources and conservation, geomat-
ics and natural resource conservation. 
Claire Williams of the wildlife ecology 
and conservation department wrote, “By 
infusing her advising role with her pas-
sion for natural resource conservation, she 
makes a positive, daily impact on so many 
students.” Kiggins approached her posi-
tion with energy, a positive attitude and a 
constant desire to increase her knowledge 
base. Since receiving this award, Kiggins 
has moved to Arkansas. 

undergraduate Adviser of 
the Year

SAuNDRA 
TENBROECK 
is an associate 
professor and 
extension equine 
specialist in the 
department of 
animal sciences. 
She regularly 
advises more than 

100 undergraduate students from both the 
equine option and animal biology spe-
cialization. She is also adviser to the Block 
and Bridle Club, Horse Judging Team and 
Gator Collegiate Cattlewomen. TenBroeck’s 
extension assignment provides excellent 
industry contacts that lead to internship 
opportunities for students. By knowing and 
understanding her students, TenBroeck 
strives to direct them on a path to success. 
Joel McQuagge, an associate instructor in 
animal sciences, wrote that she “combines 
work ethic with a compassionate, caring 
personality to give our students their best 
chance at success.” 

undergraduate Teacher of 
the Year

MICHAEL 
GuNDERSON 
is  an assistant 
professor in the 
food and resource 
economics depart-
ment. He holds a 
B.S. in agribusi-
ness, farm and 
financial manage-
ment from the 

University of Illinois and M.S. and Ph.D. 
degrees in agricultural economics from 
Cornell University and Purdue University, 
respectively. Gunderson strives to inspire 
curiosity and develop student’s critical 
thinking and problem solving skills. His 
students describe him as a “natural educa-
tor,” and that he has “brought renewed 
enthusiasm to the instructional program in 
agribusiness.”

undergraduate Teacher of 
the Year 

RICKY TELG, 
professor, has 
been teaching in 
the department 
of agricultural 
education and 
communication 
since 1995. He 
spearheaded the 
merger of the 
specializations in 

agricultural communication and leader-
ship education, areas agricultural industry 
representatives say they are looking for in 
new employees. Telg is a self-proclaimed 
life-long learner, bringing his students the 
most up-to-date technology used in the in-
dustry. His students see him as a caring and 
knowledgeable mentor, counselor, career 
adviser, as well as their surrogate father. He 
is impeccably prepared for each class and 
strives to include students in the learn-
ing process through hands-on methods. 
Ed Osborne, agricultural education and 
communication chair, describes Telg as a 
“superb teacher, and a highly dedicated and 
innovative curriculum leader.” 

Alumni and Friends 
Leadership Award Recipient

SARAH  
BuRLESON is 
from New Smyrna 
Beach, Fla., and 
graduated in the 
spring with a B.S. 
in agricultural 
education and 
communication. 
She is now pursu-
ing a master’s 

degree in the same department with a 
specialization in agricultural education. 
She has extensive leadership experience, 
including serving as a CALS Ambassador, 
president of Collegiate FFA and secretary 
and treasurer of Collegiate Farm Bureau. 
Ed Osborne, agricultural education and 
communication chair, said, “She epito-
mizes the role of a student ambassador– 
knowledgeable, intelligent, personable, 
outgoing, positive, professional and eager 
to tell others about CALS.”

Larry J. Connor Medal of 
Excellence Recipient

OLGA LuACES 
is rom Miami, 
Fla. and graduated 
in the spring with 
a B.S. in food sci-
ence and human 
nutrition. She 
was involved with 
Campus Kitchens 
Task Force and 

worked at the Broward Teaching Center 
as a chemistry tutor. Luaces led several 
international service trips to Nicaragua to 
improve dental hygiene, enhance prenatal 
care and rebuild elementary school class-
rooms through the non-profit organization 
Recurso. She consulted with local officials, 
raised funds and worked extensively with 
participants toward her goal of “helping 
participants realize their responsibility to 
those less fortunate than themselves as 
future leaders and professionals of a global  
society.”

 

Jimmy G. Cheek Graduate 
Student Medal of Excellence 
Recipient

ANDREW 
BARBOuR, a 
Virginia native, is 
a Ph.D. student in 
the fisheries and 
aquatic sciences 
program of the 
School of Forest 
Resources and 
Conservation. 

He obtained a B.S. in biology from Duke 
University and began graduate work at 
UF in 2008. In 2010, Barbour received a 
research fellowship from the National Sci-
ence Foundation. His research focuses on 
anthropogenic effects on coastal ecosys-
tems. Don Behringer, chair of Barbour’s 
supervisory committee states, “Andrew 
embodies all that a graduate student and 
future professor should be.” 

E.T. York, Jr. Medal of 
Excellence Outstanding 
Junior Award Recipient

CORY  
POLLARD, from 
Lakeland Fla., is 
a senior food sci-
ence and human 
nutrition student, 
with a minor in 
philosophy. He 
is vice president 
for nutritional 

sciences in the Food Science and Human 
Nutrition Club and is also active in the 
Florida Swing Dancing Club and Global 
Medical Training, where he serves as the 
trip coordinator for a medical services 
trip to Nicaragua. Pollard has conducted 
research with Susan Percival, a professor 
in the food science and human nutrition 
department, in whose lab he developed 
new laboratory protocols and investigated 
the effects of several dietary bioactive 
compounds. 

 
 

J. Wayne Reitz Medal of 
Excellence Outstanding 
Senior Award Recipient

BRYANT 
SHANNON, from 
Southlake, Texas, 
graduated with a 
B.S. in agricul-
tural and biologi-
cal engineering 
in the spring. He 
held numerous 
campus leader-

ship positions in groups such as Student 
Government, Student Honors Organiza-
tion, Engineers without Borders and the 
ONE Campaign. He coordinated trips to 
Belize and Guatemala for Florida Alterna-
tive Breaks and conducted research related 
to HIV and cholera with the Emerging 
Pathogens Institute. Shannon is a Fulbright 
Fellowship finalist and wants to pursue 
a career in global health after completing 
degrees in medicine and public health. 
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the world. 
“The idea that food grows so freely out of 

the ground and people are starving really 
bothers me,” Stampello said. “I really want 
to help mankind.”

Before deciding to pursue a major in 
plant science, Strampello stopped going 
to school because she wasn’t sure what 
direction to take her education, and she 
got a job in the College of Dentistry. Her 
responsibilities put her back in an aca-
demic environment, and she became more 
confident in talking with faculty and that 
motivated her to go back to school.

“Choosing this major has made me hap-
pier,” Stampello said. “The feeling I have 
inside when I think about how I went back 
to school is worth its weight in gold. I wake 
up happier knowing that I am working 
toward a goal I have had for years.” 



For more information on CALS, visit our website at cals.ufl.edu

Students spell out “Gators” using their headlamps and flashlights during an overnight field trip that was part of a forest ecology course 
offered in the School of Forest Resources and Conservation in CALS. (Photo by: David R. Godwin)


